
Dear SHS Families,

I once read in a book (go figure, me the "book teacher" quoting something from a

book) that good memories are like jewels. Each memory is essentially unique, and

each one is collected year after year one by one. And when you take the time to

look back, you discover you've formed a vibrant, colorful, and priceless piece of

jewelry.

I am writing to you today, to announce my retirement.  I have enjoyed and

cherished my time here.  I have said this before, but it bears repeating, SHS is a

magical place.  A place of love, learning, community, and service to the Lord.  I love

teaching and being a witness to this community of disciples of Christ throughout

my years here at SHS.  My students have taught me far more than I have them.  I

will cherish each and everyone of them.  A huge shout to my current and last 4th

grade class.  You are wonderful “human beans”...(I know, I know ANOTHER book

reference), I love y”all, be proud of who you are and what you have accomplished.

I have many “jewels” collected from my time here at SHS, and as I look back

today, I have enough to make a fine necklace. Time is a precious thing. I seek the

freedom of time.  Time to slow down.  Time to visit my grandson when I get the

urge. Time to head to my cabin in the middle of the week.  Time to walk my dogs

whenever the mood strikes on a sunny day. Time to smell the roses and to sip my

coffee in the mornings.

To those that I leave behind, my administrators, fellow teachers, staff, and

students we have created so many breathtaking wonderful memories together,

memories that I will always treasure. Remember, moving forward SHS, you have

more jewels to make. Your priceless piece of jewelry is not finished yet.  As my

time here comes to a close, I realize those precious jewels that created my

necklace are wrapped around my heart.  And as I look back that necklace is hugging

my heart.

Many Blessings,

Julie Butcher


